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Situation of the German slaughter 

industry 

 
Structure: 

 

• Initial Situation 

• Development in the last 10 years in 

pork – beef - poultry 

• Situation of migrant workers  

• Two Examples 

• Work situation of permanent staff 

• The impact within Europe 

• Resistance to cooperation  
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Production output   

   in Germany  

 

8.000.000 tons of meat 

in 2010 
 

68 % pork 

17 % poultry 

15 % beef 

 

The pig slaughtering industry in  

Germany ranks third behind  

China and the USA 

http://www.toennies.de/
http://www.westfleisch.de/
http://www.vionfoodgroup.com/en/
http://www.danishcrown.de/
http://www.german-meat.org/
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99 %  of animals slaughtered in Germany come 

from intensive mass animal farming 

 

To be slaughtered in 2011: 

  

   60 million pigs 

 

     4 million cattle 

 

     1 million sheep 

 

900 million poultry  

http://de.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Datei:Sow_with_piglet.jpg&filetimestamp=20070311211921
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Initial situation pork industry 

In 10 years, Germany has changed from an importer 

to an exporter of pork meat 

 

                   Development in 10 years: 

 
 

 

In the year 2000  80 % covered own requirements 

In the year 2010     120 % covered own requirements 
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Initial situation  

cattle 

unchanged / stable  

 

After a low due to the BSE crisis, 

little change  

http://www.mueller-fleisch.de/muellerExtranet/de/index.html
http://www.herz-fuer-tiere.de/uploads/pics/Angusrind_Fotolia_8097464_XS.jpg
http://www.agrarheute.com/bse-irland
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Initial situation 

poultry 

rapid growth 

 

inexpensive 

 

"Healthy" 

 

Optimized production systems 

 

http://www.agrarheute.com/gefluegel-export
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These 4 major companies dominate 60% of the pork market: 

 

B+C Tönnies 

Vion Food  

Westfleisch 

Danish Crown (bis 1.1.2011 D+S) 

 

They will have slaughtered approx 40 million pigs in 2011 

 

Their export rates are above 50%  

http://www.agrarheute.com/toennies-462276


 

 

  

Bernd Maiweg NGG 

Hauptverwaltung 

 

 

 

Exports are global 

 

Certification for the major 4 companies in China, 

Korea and Japan 

 

Especially the growing meat consumption in China 

has substantially raised the German production  

 

 

http://www.agrarheute.com/fleischverzehr
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The major 4 companies employ only a few  

"own" employees 

 

B+C Tönnies    10 % 

Vion Food  50 % 

Westfleisch  15 % 

Danish Crown  10 % 

 

Central-East European workers 

(migrant workers) are used  

on the basis of temporary contracts 

 

 

 

http://www.amazon.de/gp/product/images/3899654471/ref=dp_image_0?ie=UTF8&n=299956&s=books
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Situation of migrant workers: 

 

Recruitment through bogus companies in the sending country 

 

Accomodation in mass shelters - ghetto formation 

 

No contact with locals 

 

Subject to industrial law of their deployment country 

 

No legislation for minimum wages 
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Migrant worker 
 

 

Demand for minimum wage  
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Migrant Workers 

Discussion at European level 

 

due to the initiative of EFFAT with the 

Socialist Group in EU Parliament 

 

Bilateral discussions between French 

Italian and Danish unions 

http://www.effat.org/
http://www.nnf.dk/
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Migrant Workers 
 

The German trade unions are 

working together  
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Migrant Workers  

local project 

in preparation 

 

main 

Toennies and 

Westfleisch 
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Two examples: 

 

1) Tönnies slaughterhouse in Rheda-Wiedenbrück 

(NRW) 

 

Slaughter capacity 25,000 pigs per day  

 

          4700 employees, 500 directly from Tönnies,  

  500 at Tönnies subsidiary companies  

          3700 workers, mainly from Romania 

 

Hourly wages are known from 5.00 € (approx. $ 7.00) 

 

For the permanent staff no rate connection 
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2) Danish Crown in Essen (Niedersachsen) 

 

Slaughter capacity 4 million pigs a year  

          1200 employees 

  100 directly at Danish Crown 

          1100 employees in contracts 

for work and services 

 

For permanent staff no wage rate connection  

 

Hourly wages are known to be from 5.00 € (about $7.00) 
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Situation of the permanent staff  

 
Job losses 

wage reductions 

Falling rate connection 

 

No collective agreements at  

B + C. Tönnies 

Danish Crown 

Limited at Vion Food 

 

Complete wage rate connection only for Westfleisch 

Always related to the permanent staff 

No national regulation for contract workers  
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Conclusion for NGG: 

 

Contract workers need binding 

verifiable minimum wages, 

focus is clearly on wages of permanent employees 

with wage rate connection 

 

 

That means skilled workers wages of €15.00  

For unskilled work          €  8.50 
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Consequences: 

 

Massive job losses 

in other European countries 

 

Declining incomes of permanent staff 

 

Meat is sold off to become a bulk good 

 

Migrant workers are exploited 

 

Degradation of workers' rights 
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Consequences: 

 

Meat mass production has many aspects 

 

discussion about 

Plate (Teller)   ----- World Food 

Trough (Trog) ----- animal feed production for factory  

   farming 

Tank  (Tank)  ----- bio-ethanol as an energy source 

 

http://www.google.de/products/catalog?q=bioethanol&hl=de&prmd=imvnsb&resnum=4&bav=on.2,or.r_gc.r_pw.,cf.osb&biw=1366&bih=587&wrapid=tlif131935921097710&um=1&ie=UTF-8&tbm=shop&cid=2463559522363535611&sa=X&ei=ANOjTqqAD8PxsgbP4ZVe&ved=0CH4Q8gIwAA
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Consequences: 

 

The total feeding of a growing world population will come to 

the fore 

 

     The meat consumption in Germany is 

     at about 65 kg per year  
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The ten major companies of  

German meat industry  

Rang Rang Top 150 Company 

transaction volume in 

Mio. Eur 

1 1 Tönnies 4300,0 

2 2 Vion Food Germany 3700,0 

3 3 PHW-Gruppe 2095,8 

4 4 Westfleisch 1930,0 

5 7 Heristo 1538,0 

6 9 Zur-Mühlen-Gruppe 825,0 

7 10 Sprehe-Gruppe 720,0 

8 11 Müller-Gruppe 717,0 

9 12 Stolle k.A. 

10 13 Rothkötter-Gruppe 670,0 



 

 

  

Bernd Maiweg NGG 

Hauptverwaltung 

The ten major  

pork slaughtering companies 

Rang Rang Top 150 Company slaughter in 2010 

1 1 Tönnies 15 300 000 

2 2 Vion Food Germany 10 700 000 

3 4 Westfleisch 6 580 000 

4 16 D & S Fleisch 3 580 000 

5 29 Vogler-Fleisch 1 950 000 

6 45 Böseler 1 850 000 

7 247 BMR Schlachthof 1 365 000  

8 56 Tummel 1 346 000 

9 19 Gausepohl 1 335 000  

10 11 Müller-Gruppe 1 100 000 
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The ten major  

cattle slaughtering companies  

Rang Rang Top 150 Company slaughter in 2009 

1 2 Vion Food Germany 953 000 

2 1 Tönnies 400 000 

3 4 Westfleisch 319 400 

4 11 Müller-Gruppe 315 000 

5 19 Gausepohl 312 000 

6 31 Färber 158 000 

7 74 Teterower Fleisch 100 000 

8 69 Danish Crown, Husum 100 000 

9 92 Attenberger 80 000 

10 82 Unifleisch 66 000 
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The ten major 

poultry slaughtering companies 

Rang Rang Top 150 Company 

Sales volume in Mio. 

Euro 

1 3 PHW-Gruppe 2095,8 

2 10 Sprehe-Gruppe 720,0 

3 12 Stolle 705,0 

4 13 Rothkötter-Gruppe 670,0 

5 20 Heidemark 500,0 

6 41 Velisco 250,0 

7 44 Nölke-Gruppe 231,0 

8 77 Frikifrisch GmbH 135,0 

9 81 Vossko Tiefkühlkost 120,0 

10 96 Borgmeier 92,0 
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Conclusion: 

 

Improve cooperation 

 

 

Strenghten position of 

EFFAT and IUF 

 

 

 

 

Thank you 

for your attention  

There is lot to do, 

Let´s tackle it! 


